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Chronicle Books, 1996. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Service! Summary: Reviews From: New York Times Book Review Chicago Tribune By Alida Baker There are
nods to Gaston Bachelard's 'Poetics of Space,' insights into Renaissance painting and references to James
Joyce and Gabriel Garcia-Marquez, but what Ms. Mayes mostly provides are the kind of satisfyingly personal
crochets and enthusiasms you might exchange with an old friend over a cup of coFee at the kitchen
table.Casual and conversational, her chapters are filled with craGsmen and cooks, with exploratory jaunts into
the countryside -- but what they all boil down to is an intense celebration of what she calls 'the voluptuousness
of Italian life.' In a characteristic revelation, she tells us that she sometimes takes along a book of poetry when
she goes for walks 'because walking suits poetry. I can read a few lines.sometimes just repeat a few words of the
poem.The rhythm of my walking matches the poem's cadence.' Her own book seems more like the kind of thing
you'd tuck into a picnic basket on an August day, when 'the summer sun hits you like a religious conversion' --
or, better yet, keep handy on the bedside table in the depths of January, when your memory of the 'the spill of
free days' needs desperately to be coddled back to life. By Perry Stewart In 1990, Frances Mayes and her
husband purchased an abandoned villa on five acres in the sun-splashed Tuscany region of north-central Italy.
In a manner more unhurried than that of Peter Mayle, who went to France and chronicled "A Year in
Provence," Mayes celebrates in her book a handful of years of absorbing sights, sounds, smells, tastes and
impressions in this province whose intellectual hub is Florence, crucible of...
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