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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Beginnings of Things: Or, Science Versus
Theology; Before the British Association for the Advancement of Science, August 19, 1874 An impulse inherent in
primeval man turned my thoughts and questionings betimes towards the sources of natural phenomena. The
same impulse, inherited and intensified, is the spur of scientific action to-day. Determined by it, by a process of
abstraction from experience, we form physical theories which lie beyond the pale of experience, but which
satisfy the desire of the mind to see every natural occurrence resting upon a cause. In forming their notions of
the origin of things, our earliest historic (and, doubtless we might add, our prehistoric) ancestors pursued, as
far as their intelligence permitted, the same course. They also fell back upon experience, but with this diBerence
- that the particular experiences which furnished the weC and woof of their theories were drawn, not from the
study of Nature, but from what lay much closer to them, the observation of men. - Their theories, accordingly,
took an anthropomorphic form. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a
blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally leC to preserve the state of such
historical works.
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