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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1818 edition. Excerpt: .friend would not give the Bible without the Prayer Book, lest
it should make sectaries and dissenters. Does not this seem to intimate, that his creed is not derived from the
Bible, but from the Common Prayer-book; or, in short, that the Scriptures are not to be understood without the
notes and comments of his church P which is exactly the plea of the Romish Clergy, and would carry us back
again to the Pope and the church of Rome. But this is not the only society he denounces--he adds (2.) The
Religious Tract Society. Now, though | am not a member of this institution, | have some knowledge of their
publications, and approve, in general, what | have seen of them; but is not our friend s favourite society a Tract
society? What, then, are we to understand, that none but the members of his church are qualified to print and
distribute tracts P---or is it, that the new society publish at so much lower prices, that he is afraid knowledge
may be too widely circulated P This, indeed, he has acknowledged; he is afraid that hearers may grow wiser
than their teachers, which, as to some of them, may not be very dif licult; and that they will no longer be led by
the dictates of their ministers. 3. But this friend s rand ob ection 8 J seems to lie against indiscriminate
instruction of the poor, and particularly of the children...
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