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illustrated. 1922 Excerpt: .of business to approach co-operation through the association arouses the
government to discuss the trade association. The Department of Commerce, built to encourage business, wants
to develop the best in the various associations. Mr. Hoover expressed it when he said that the more intense
industrialization of the country resulted automatically in specialization, and specialization leads to associations
of specialists. The Department of Justice cannot frown upon this movement, but must keep a watchful eye lest
these centralizing, movements end in restraint of trade. The business men, encouraged to co-operate but
forbidden to combine, whirl around in a circle when asked to draw a line of association action which
cooperates to the limit without combining. Because of this confusion, resulting from a disposition to leaning
toward associations, and from fear to take action through associations, the latter have entered a new era of
uncertainty which threatens their existence. This raises the question as to what we are to do with these
associations in future. The National Association of Manufacturers, itself an association, is interested in the
question and will devote an entire session to it at its twenty-seventh annual convention in New York on May 8, 9
and 10. In preparation for this discussion the Manufacturers are preparing carefully two parts of the program.
The first part will be the collection of detailed information describing the activities of the various national trade
associations. The other part will be a list of speakers who will discuss every...
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