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State: Diplomatic Correspondence With Belligerent Governments
Relating to Neutral Rights and Commerce When the American
people are asked for a definite opinion on some great question,
they cannot offer it to advantage without seeing the record
before them. Having neither time nor inclination to search
through newspaper files or government reports, they may let
hearsay, impulse or emotion, under the spell of headline and
editorial take the place of reason in shaping their judgment. In
order, therefore, to estimate calmly the situation created by the
naval warfare in its bearing upon this country, the course of
events since its outbreak ought to be studied carefully in the light
of the documents that set them forth. Apart from the
Declaration of London, most of the papers her assembled have
been taken from Diplomatic Correspondence with Belligerent
Governments relating to Neutral Rights and Commerce,
published by the Department of State, May 27 1915; the
remainder not so published, from newspaper print They serve to
illustrate the more important acts and policies of the two great...
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