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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Letter to Robert Schuyler, Esq.: President of the
Illinois Central Railroad, on the Value of the Public Lands of Illinois Sir: - In entering, at your request, into an
inquiry as to the prospective value of lands in Illinois, I think it proper to examine the general considerations
which will influence the settlement of that State, because it seems to me that by this course we may arrive at a
result much more satisfactory and certain than by comparing the prices of land in particular localities, or by
collecting the opinions of individuals. The Illinois Central Railroad is to be the main artery of communication
between vast sections of this continent, and its value depends upon the amount of intercourse between those
sections, and upon the business of the population along the line. What this population is likely to number at any
given date may be judged from facts positively and oFicially ascertained, so that the reader, if not satisfied with
our conclusions, will have before him the means to form his own. The territory of the United States consists of
four great natural divisions, two slopes toward the ocean on the east and west, and two valleys or basins, one
stretching from the centre of the continent easterly, the other from the same centre southerly. The natural
route of the largest travel to and from each of these divisions lies through the State of Illinois. The passage from
the Basin of the Lakes and the St. Lawrence, an area of about one million of square miles, to the central and
southern parts of the Valley of the Mississippi must necessarily be from the southern...
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