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result much more satisfactory and certain than by comparing the prices of land in particular localities, or by
collecting the opinions of individuals. The Illinois Central Railroad is to be the main artery of communication
between vast sections of this continent, and its value depends upon the amount of intercourse between those
sections, and upon the business of the population along the line. What this population is likely to number at any
given date may be judged from facts positively and officially ascertained, so that the reader, if not satisfied with
our conclusions, will have before him the means to form his own. The territory of the United States consists of
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stretching from the centre of the continent easterly, the other from the same centre southerly. The natural
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