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Biotechnology industries -- Law and legislation -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Chapter 2 Personal Rights and
Technological Might Technology is a powerful force for change. of ones blood, breath, or genetic code seized
Law, especially constitutional law, is a power-without a warrant. ful reinforcer of stability and continuity. The In
constitutional government, the powers of tension between these two has much to do with the State are limited
and the rights of individ-how well a societys political system can adapt uals are acknowledged and protected.
The most to economic and social forces that affect the essential individual rights or civil liberties are,
distribution of power and wealth. in modern constitutions, nearly always speci-Between 1787 and 1987, the
United States fied in a Bill of Rights. The full meaning of these rights and the strength with which they evolved
from a small agrarian nation, relatively poor and powerless in the international sys-will be protected become
clear only gradually, tem, to a modern industrial world leader. The as statutory laws are written and judicial
precedents are set. In the United States, their Constitution has provided the political and le-gal framework for
technological change, and scope has been worked out by the courts and it has accommodated both a growth
in the role by the political process, often with reference to English common law. Even the simple and of
government and enhanced expectations of elegant prose of the United States Constitu-individual rights. tion
has required continuing...
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