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indexed. Not illustrated. 1877 Excerpt: . . . matter which we infer,
from probable reasoning of various kinds, would occupy our
measure, in the gaseous state, Tinder certain normal conditions,
if only we could thus estimate it. Hence undoubtedly our results
are liable to be affected with very serious errors. So that it may
be truly said that the theory of chemistry refers rather to an
ideal world created by the reason of man out of the actual world
than to the actual world itself. There is, however, a wide interval
between the ideal creations of the reason and the figments of
the imagination. In the long run the former correspond to-
realities, and the comparison of the results as to the densities of
gases which have actually been anticipated by this mode of
probable reasoning with those subsequently arrived at by
conclusive experiments prove us to be on the right track. If...
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