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illustrated. 1842. Excerpt: . . . BOOK VI. THE APOSTOLIC DOCTRINE. The doctrine of Christ was not given as a
rigid dead letter, in one determinate form of human character, but it was announced as the word of spirit and
of life with a living flexibility and variety, by men enlightened by the Divine Spirit, who received and
appropriated it in a living manner, in accordance with their various constitutional qualities, and the diFerence
of their course of life and education. This diFerence served to manifest the living unity, the riches and the depth
of the Christian spirit in the manifoldness of the forms of conception, which unintentionally illustrated each
other and supplied their mutual deficiencies. Christianity, indeed, was de-i signed and adapted to appropriate
and elevate the various tendencies of human character, to blend them by means of a higher unity, and,
agreeably to the design of the peculiar fundamental tendencies of human nature, to operate through them for
the realization of the ideal of Man, and the exhibition of the kingdom of God in the human race through all
ages. In the development of the original Christian doctrine, we can distinguish three leading tendencies, the
Pauline, the Jacobean (between which the Petrine forms an intermediate link), and the Johannean. We wish
first Dr Nitzsch, in reference to the various forms of apostolic doctrine, admirably remarks, -- To disown them
in favour of a one-sided dogmatism, is to abandon that completeness and solidity which these modes of
contemplating the Christian...
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